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J-- T «not long fince Lowe you in his 
=_— place, upon an; occaſion which 
$ . gave.me much more content , and 
comfort then this doth. | 
That which L haveto fay to you now, will 


A 3 nced, 


(2) 


need'n6 Ptcamble to che bY to my Dif- 


coufſe x: E« the occ 


what theficſt Riſe was-of this, =» 
which hath- calfd cyour hither ; | 
Authoric-bAlvbitiye you came hi 


Among other things that I. told you of 
mFUS Parliament: And: 


Eng tho 


you are Ng you: 4 tw the Govern- 


ment;, and Amon that om 
For. ceitainly that word: implyeda. 


tion, orit implyed nothing at all. 
oy NS was a Recipr 


and expreſſed : ani I ehink your aCtions, 
and catriages ahe-co bo fable... 
But I ſee it 


been apt to do: I ova been of this mind 


Ihave beerialwhyes ; ofthis tine, ſince rſt 


Þ-evifere@! 


Bedre It- 


incumbent: api 


wwe bi That: if God! , will not 
Up; er it fink: 4 Bae .if-a Dh 


Ar. that Meeting, I, did acquaint you: 


CIproca-- 
ocation implied, ; 


wil beneceſfary for me now, a 
little co magnifie my Office; which I haye not | 


on- mie": "60: beare my Teſti- 


mohyi wgto It; Coihich in- ot I have 
Sn | hbither-- 


nf 


— 
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:hitherto forborn) Iam in ſome meaſure now 


neceſſitated-thereunto. And therefore that 
-will be the Prologueto my Diſcourſe. 

I call'd not my {elf to Uhi place; I lay 
again , I.call'd not my ſelfe to this place ; 


of chat God is Witnefle, And I have many 


Witneſſes ; who. I do beleeve could readi- 
1y lay down their lives tobeare Witneſle:to 
the truth of that : that is to ſay, That I 
call'd not my ſelf to this place. And being 
in it, Thearenotwitneſle to my {elf Bu: 
God andthe people of thelc Na ations have 
borne Teſtimony-to'1t alſo. 

__Hmycalling |= 6h God, and. my Te- 
Giony: from the People; God [and the 


 _ Peopleſball take itfrom me, cle I ill not 


part Fich it. 1ſhovld be falleto the Truſt 
that God hath plac'd upon me, andtothe 
Intereſt of the People of theſe Nations, 'if 1 
(ſhould. | 


That Icall'd not my ſro this Place, is 
my-furft Aﬀſertion, - + 
That: I bear — x9. om 6s, . - 


@) 
/\'Fheſc are the two things T ſhall take the- 
liberty to ſpeak morefully to you: of. 
To make plain andelear lar which Fhave 
ſtd, I maſt rake hberty to lbok back. - * 

Twas by: birth a- Gentlerhan, 'tiving niet> 
ther inaty conſiderable keight, nor yet 1n- 
obſcurity * 1 have been call'd ro ſeveral itn- 
ploymeits inthe Nation : 'To ſerve m Par-: 
Haments: And'(becauſe I would not'be'o- 
ver tedious ) Fdid endeavour to diſcharge: 
the duty of an honeft man in; thoſe ſervices, 
to God, and- his peoples intereſt, andiof the 
Common-Wealth'; having, wlien time was, 
a competent - acceptation- in the hearts of 
gen, arid lome evidenees thereof. | I reſolve 
not to recite the' Times , and Occaſions, and 
Opportunities that have been appointed me 
by -God'ro ſervehita m:- nor the preſence 
and bleſſings of God bearing then-Teſtimony 
tO ME. 

I having had ſome occaſions to ſee (toge- 
therwithmy Brethren and Countrey-men)a: 
Copy period put to-gur ſharp Warres, and: 

with-the then common enemy, ho- 


ped, ma private.capacity; to have rea aig 


(5) 


fruit, and benefit together with my Brethren, 
of our hard laboutrs and hazards : to wit, the 
enjoyment of Peace and Liberty, and the 
Priviledges of a Chriſtian, and of a man, in 
ſome equality with others, according as it 
ſhould pleaſe 'the Lord to difpence'unto 
me. 
And when, I ay, God had put an end 
to our Wars, atleaſt brought them to a ve- 
ry hopeful iue, very 'near an end, ( after 
Worceſter Fight) 1 came up to London to 
Pay my ſervice, and duty to the Parliament 
that then ſate ; and hoping that all mindes 
would have been diſpoled to anſwer that 
Which ſecmed to be the minde of God, 

(wiz ) to give Peace and Reſt to his Peo- 
ple : and eſpecially to thoſe who had bled 
more then others'in the carrying on of the 
military Affaires, I was much diſappointed 
of my expeCtation: For 'the iſſue did not 
proveſo; what ever may be boaſted, or. 
mif: repreſented, it was not ſo,nor ſo. 

I can ſay in the ſimplicity of my ſoul, 

I love nok, 1 lovenot, (I declinedit in my 


former ſpeech) Ifay, Llove not to rake in- 
"ll 
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to ſores, or to difcover nakedneſſes. That 
which I drive ar, 1s this; I ſay to you,E hoped 
to have had Icave to have retired to a pri. 
vate lite : I begg'd to be di{mifſed of my 
Charge: I begg d it again and again. And 
| God be Judge between me and all men, if I 
' lie in this matter. That I he not in matter 
of fact, is known to very many; but whether 
I tell alie in my heart, as labouring to repre- 
{ent to you that 'which was not upon my 
heart,'l fay, the Lord be Judge : Tet unchari- 
table men thar meaſure others by themſelves, 
judge as they, pleaſe. As to the matter of 
fact, I ſay it is true. As to the ingenuity 
andintegrity of my heart in that deſire, l 
do appeale, as before,upon the truth of that 
allo. - But I could not obtaine what my ſoul 
longed for. And the plain truth is, I did af- 
terwards apprehend, Fhat ſonie did think 
(my judgement not fuiting with theirs ) 
that it could not well be. But this I ſay to 
you, was, between God and:my ſoul ; be. 
tween me and that Aſſembly. 

I confeſſc I am in ſome ſtrait, to fay 
what 1 could ſay; and what is true of what 
then followed, [1 


(7) 


I preſſed the Parliament, aza Member, to 
period tliemſelves, once, and again, and a- 
ain,)and ten, and twenty times over, [/ 
told them (for 1 knew it better then any 
one man in the Parliament could know it, 
becauſe of my manec of life, which was to run 
up and down the Nation, andſo might ſee 
and know the temper and (pirits of all men, 
the beſt of men ) that the Nation Ioathed 
their fitting : I knew it. And fo farre as I 
could dilcerne, when they were diſſolved, 
there was not ſo much as the barking ofa 
dog, or any general and viſible repining at 
it. You are not a few here preſent that can al- 
ſert this as well as my (elf. 

- And that there was high cauſe for their 
Diſſolving, is moſt evident, not onely in re- 
gard there was a juſt fear of the Parliaments 
perpetuating themſelves ; but becauſe it was 
their deltgne. And had not their heeles 
been trod upon by maportunities from a- 
broad, even to threats, [believe there would 
never have been thoughts of Riſing, of 
ofgoing out of that Roome to the worlds / 


end. 
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I my ſelfe was founded ; and by no niean 
perſons tempted; and addreſſes were made 
ro me to that very end, that it might have 
becn thus perpetuated, That the vacant pla- 
ces might be ſupplied by new Elections, and 
ſo continue from Generation to Gene- 
ration. 

I have declined, [* have declined very 
much, to open theſe things to you - - yet 
having proceeded thus farre, I mult tell you, 
that -poor men under this Arbitrary owes 
were driven like flocks of. ſheep , by fourty 
in a mormng, to the Confiſcation of Goods, 

and Eftates, without any man being able. to 
give areaſon that two of them had: deſerved 
to forfeit a ſhilling. I tell you the. truth, 
and my ſoul, and many perſons whoſe faces 
'I ſeein this place were exceedingly grieved 
/at theſe things: and. knew. not. which way 
[to helpit, but by their mournings, and gi- 
ving their negatives when occafions ſer- 
ved. 

I have given'you but a taſte of miſcar- 
riages, 4 am confident you have had op- 
portunities to hear much more of them : for 
, __no- 


02D RD — .—_—— - 
# 


— 


(9) 

nothing is more obvious. Tt's true, this will 
be ſaid , That there was a remedy. to put 
an end to this. perpetual Parliament endea- 
voured, by having a future Repreſentative 
How it was gotten,, and by what 1mpor- 
tunities that was obtained, and how- un+ 
willingly yielded unto, is wellknown. 

What was this remedy ?: It was a ſcem- 
ing willingneſſe to have ſucceſſive Parlia- 
wents. What was that Succeſſion ?. it was, 
that when one Parliament. had left their 


| Seat; anothes was to {it down. immediatcly 


;n- the rome thereof, without-any Caution 
to avoid that which was the danger ; (wviz.) 
Perpetuating of the {ſame Parhaments ; which 
15a ſore now that will  ever-he running, 1o 
long as men are ambitious and troublelome, 


# a doe remedy be not found. So then, 


What was the bufineſſe 2 It was a Converſi- 

on from a Parliament that ſhould have been, 
and was perpetuall, to a Legiſlative Power 
always fitting: & fo the Liberties, and Inter - 
eſts, and Lives of People, not judged by any 
certain known Lawes and Power, but by an 
Arbitrary Power, which is. incident andne- 


ceſſary 
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ceſſary to Patliaments byan Arbitrary Pow- 
er : I fay, to make menseſtates liable to con- 
filcation, and their perſons to impriſon- 
ments; ſometimes by Lawes made after the 
jtact committed : often by taking the judge- 
ment both in capital and criminal things to 
themfelves, who in former times were not 
known toexcrcile ſuch a Judicature« 

This I juppole was the calc; and in my 
opinion the remedy was fitted to the diſcaſe : 
eſpecially comung in the Reare of a Parlia- 
ment, ſo exerciſing the Power and 4u- 
thority as this had done, but immediately be- 
fore. | 

Truly, I confeſfe upon theſe grounds, and 
with the ſatisfaction of divers other Perſons, 
ſeeing nothing could be had otherwiſe; that 
Parhament was diflolv'd, we defiring to ſee if 
a few might have been call'd together for 
{ome ſhort time, who might put the Nation 
intoſome way of certain fettTement, did call 
thoſe Gentlemen out of the ſeveral parts of 
the Nation for that purpoſe. 

And,as Fhaveappealed'to God before you 
already, I know (and IT hope ] may fay it,) 
| though 


(n) 


though it bea tender thing to make appeals. 
to God; yet im {uch .exigencies as thele, I 
= ill noe oftend his Majeſty, clpecial- 
ly to make them before Perſons that know 
God, and know what Conſcience 1*, and 
what it is to lie betore the Lord, | ſay ; hat 
as a principal end in calling that Aflerbly, 
was the ſettlement of the Nation; ſo a 
chiefend to my lelfe was, That I might have 
opportunity to lay down the Power that 
was.1n my hands I ſay ro you again,in the pre - 

ſence of that God, who hath bletled and been 
with me in all my adverſities and ſuccetles, 

that was as tomy ſelf my greateſt end. A 
deſire perhaps, (: and I am afraid ) i nful e- 
nough, to be quit of the Power God had moſt 
Providentially put mto my. hand, before he 
called for it; and before thole bLanels ends. 
of our fighting were attained and {etled, 1 
ſay, the Authority Thad in my hand, being (o 
boundlefle as it was, T being by Act of 
Parliament General of all the forces in 
the three Nations of England, Scotland and 
Ireland, (In which unlmitted condition I 


did. not deſire to live. a day,) did call 
that. 


(1) 
that meeting for the ends before expreſſed. 

What the ever and iſſue of that mecting 
-was, we may ſadly remember ; It hath much 
teaching in it ; and Thope will make us all 
wiſer for the futare. 

But this meeting ſucceeding, as I have for- 
merly ſaid to.you, and giving ſuch a diſap- 
pointment to our hopes, 1 ſhall not now 
make any repetition thereof; only the effec& 
was, That they came and brought te ne-a 
parchment ſigned by very much the major 
part of them, expreſling their reſigning and 
re-delivery of the Power and Authority that 
was committed-to them, back again into 
my hands : And Tcan ſay it in the preſence 
of divers perſons here, that do know whe- 
ther 1 lie in that, that I did notknow one 
tittle of that reſignation, until they all came 
and brought it, and dehvered it into my 
hands: of this there arc alſo1n this preſence 
many Witneſſes. 

I received this Reſignation, having former- 
lyuled my endeavours and per{waſions to 
keep them together ; oblerving their difte- 
rences, 1 thought it my duty to give advices 

to 
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to them , that ſo I might prevail 
with them for union : Bur ir had the 
effect thar I told you: andThad my dil. 
appointment. | RETONY. 0 

When this was ſo , we were ex- 
ceedingly to ſeek how to ſettle things 
for the future. My power again'by 
this Reſignation , was as boundlefle 
and unlimited as before ; all things 
being ſubje&ed to Arbitrarinels , and 
a perſon having power over the three 
Nations boundlefſely , and unlimi- 
ted, And upon the matter all Go- 
vernment diflolved, all Civil'Admini- 
ftrarions at an end; as will 'preſently 
be made appear. 

The Gentlemen that undertook tv 
frame this Government,did confulr <1- 
vers dayes together , ( they being ot 
known Integrity, and ability ) how to 
frame ſomewhar that mighrgive us fer- 
tlement;and they did fo: and thar F' was 
not privy to theirCouncels, they know it. 

When they had finiſhed their mo- 

C dell 
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dell in ſome meaſure, or made a very 
good preparation of it,it became(om- 
municative. They told me thar except 
I would undertake the Governmenr, 
they thought things, would hardly 
come to-a Compoſure, and Settle- 
ment; but blood and confuſion would 
break in upon us. I denied iragain, 
and again, as God and thoſe perlons 
know , not complementingly as they 
alſo know,.and as God knowes. 

[ confeſle, after many Arguments, 
and after the letting of me know that 
[ did not receive any thing that put 
me into any higher , Capacity then I 
was in before,bur that it limired me., 
and bound ray hands roadt nothing 
to the prejudice. of the Nations , 
wihout conſent of a Councell untill 
the Parliament ; and then limiced by 
the Parliament as the Att of Govern- 
ment expreſleth,[ did accept 1t, 

| might repear this again to. you, it 
it were needfull,but Ichink I need nor. 
"was arbitrary 1n Power, having the 
A 5 
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Armies in the three Nations under my 
command :and truly not very. ill be- 
loved by them ; nor very ill beloved 
then by che people , by the good Peo- 
ple; and I beleive I ſhould have bin 
more beloved if they had known 
the truth, as things were before God, 
and in themſelves , and before divers 
of thele Gentlemen whom I but now 
mentioned unto you. | 
[ did, at the intreaty of divers per- 
ſons of honor and quality; at the in- 
treaty of very _ of the chiet Offi- 
cers of the Army then preſent, and at 
their requelt, 7 did accept of the place, 
and title of Proteftor,and was in the 
reſence ofthe Commitlioners of the 
Seal,the Judges, the Lord Major and 
Aldermen of the City of London, the 
Souldierie,divers Gentlemen, Citizens, 
| and divers other people,and perſons of 
quality, &c. accompanied to Wett- 
minſter-Hall where | rook my oath to 
this Government. I his was not done 


ina corner: it was open and publick. 
C3 This 
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- This Government hath bin exer_ 


cifed : by a Councell, with a deſire 
to be faithfull in all things and 
amongtt all other cruſts, ro G faith- 
full in-calling this Parliament. 

- And thus I havegiven you a very 
bare and leane diſcourſe , which truly 
L have bin neceſſitated unto , and con- 
rracted-in, becaufe of the unexpected- 
nefſe of the occation ; and: becauſe I 


would not quite wearie you ,nor my 


ſelf. - Bur this is a Narrative that 
diſcovers to: you the Series of Provi- 
dence, and of Tranſadtions leading 
me uo. this Condition wherein 1 
now {tand.. 

'Fhe next thing I promiſed you , 
wherein l hope I thall nor be fo long, 
(rhough Iam {ure this occaſion does 
- require plaineneſle and freedom, ) is, 
Tharas I brought not my ſelf into this 
Condition, (as in-my own appre- 
| henfion I did not; and thatT did nor, 
(the things being true which I have 
rold you.) I ſubmit itro your Judge- 

| ments 
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ments,and there ſhall I teave it, ler 
God do what he pleaſeth.). The other 
things ſay that I amto ſpeak to you 
of, is, That I have not, nordo- not bear 
witneſle to my lelf. Tamfar from al- 


ludiag ro him chart ſaid fo , yet truth 


_ concerning a member of his, hee will 


own,though men do not. 

Bur I think (if [miſtake not) I have 
a cloud of witneſſes. I think fo , let . 
men be as froward as they will. 1 
have witneſle-within , without , and 
above. But I ſhall ſpeak of them thac 
are without , having fully ſpoken be- 
fore of the witnelle Above, and 
the witneſs in my own conſcience , 
upon the other Account ; becaule that 
fubje& had more obſcurity in it , and 
lin ſome ſort needed appeales, and 
Itruſt might awtully make them, as 
well as take an oath where things 
were not ſo apt tobe madeevident. [ 
ſhall enumerate my witnefles as well 


42s I can. 


VVYhen Thad cenlented to accept of 
the 
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the Government, there was ſome (0. 
lemnity to be performed, and that was 
accompanied with ſome perſons of 
confiderableneſle in all reſpe&ts ; who 
were the perſons before expreſſed ; 
who accompanied me at the time of 
my entring upon this Government , 
to VVeſtminiter - Hall to take my 
oath. 

There was an explicite conſent of 
Intereſſed perſons ; and an implicite 
conſent of many,ſhewing their good 
liking,and approbation thereof. And 
(Gentlemen ) 1.do not think that 
you are altogether ſtrangers to it : 
in yourCountry : ſome did not nau- 
ſeate it;very many did approve it, 

1 had the approbation of the Of- 
ficers of the Army in the three Na- 
tions of England, Scotland, and treland, 
Tay of the Officers. 1 had thar by 
their Remonſtrances,and under {igna- 
ture; There was went along with that 
explicite conſent, an implicite conſent 


of 


_ a. an dedis'< Anda. © > 
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_ oo) 
of perſons that had ſomewhat to do 
in the World, that had been inſtru- 
menratl by God, to fight down the 
enemies of God, and his people,in the 
three Nations. And truly, until my 
hands were bound, and I limited, 
(wherein Irook full contentment, as 
many can bear me witnels ,) when [ 
had in my-hands ſo great a power and 
Arbitrarineſs, the Souldierie were a 
very conſiderable part of the Nations, 
elpecially all Government being dil. 
ſolved. Iſay, whenall Government 
was thus diflolved, and nothing to 
keep things in order but the Sword, 
and yer they ( which. many. hiſtories 
will not parallel ) even they were de- 


| firous thar things might come to a 


Conſiſtencie , and Arbitrarines might . 
be taken away , and the Government. 
put into a perſon ( limired and boun- 
ded , as in the A& of Settlement ) 
whom they deſtrufted the leaſt , and. 


loved not the worlt. this was another: 
evidence. [ 
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I would not forget the honourable 
and cjvill entertainment , with the 
approbation I found in the great (ity 
of London , which the City knowes 
whether [ directly or indireQly 
fought. And truly I do not think 
it is folly to remember this. For it 
was very great high,and publick; and 
as numerous a Body of thole that are 
known by names, and titles, (the ſe- 
yerall corporations , and ſocieties of 
Citizens 1n this -City,) as hath been at | 
any time ſeen in England; and not with- 
out ſome appearance of ſatisfaction 
alfo. 

Thad not onely this witnefle , bur 
I have had from the greateſt County 
in England, and from many<irties, and 


- Boroughs , and many ( ounties ex- 


plicit Approbations ; not of thole ga. 
thered here, and there, but from the 
County of York, and City of York, and 
other Counties , and Places, Afem. 


bled in their publike, and generall 
Aſhizes, 


«+ gr, 
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Aﬀſizes, the Grand- Jury in the 
name of the Noble men, Genrle- 
men, Yeomen,, and inhabitants of 


that County , giving very great 


thanks to me forun ertaking this 


heavy Burthen , at ſuch a time : 


and giving very great Approba- 


tion, and incouragement to , me 
to go through with ic. Thele are 
ow I have them to ſhew, and 
by theſe in ſome meaſure it will ap- 
pear - 1 do not bear witnefle to my 


This is not all: the Judges , 
( and truly Thad almoſt __ 
ren it ) they thinking that there 
was a diflolution of Government, 


met, and conſulted , and did declare 


one to another , that they could. not 
adminiſter Juſtice ro the fatisfa. 
ion of their conſciences ,, un- 
till they had received commiſſions 
from me. And they did receive com- 
miſſions from me. And by vertuc 
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of thoſeCommiſlions they have adted: - 


And all the Fuſtices of the Peace, that 
have ated, have ated by vertue of like 
Commaitlsions : which was a little 
more then an © implicit Approba- 
tion, And' [ belecve all the Juſtice 
adminiſtred in the Nation , hath 


been by hare? which al. 


ſo I lay before you: deliring youro 
think whether all theſe Perfons before 


mentioned muſt notcome before you 


for an * A& ' of Oblivion - - and. 


3 


Generall. Paxdon., who have aced' 


under , and teſtified ro 'this Go. 


vernment , 'if it be* difownet: by 


uu.” | | 
I have. two or three witnelles 
more , equivalent ro all cheſe I have 


xeckoned , if I be not miſtaken, 
and greatly miſtaken. If. I ſhould 


opal youthat are here}, are my wit- 
nefſes, Tſhould fay no untruth. 7 
know.” you. are the fame perſons 
here, that you. were in the Coun. 

ory: 


(23) 

try: But I will reſerve to ſpeak 
ro this at the laſt , for this 
will be the iſſue of my ſpeech. 
Ifay, I have ewo or three wit- 
neſles, that are more then all 1 
have accounted, and reckoned be- 
fore. 

All the people in England are my 
witnelles ; and many in Ireland , and 
Scotland. All the Sheriffes in Englandare 
my witneſſes. . And all that came 
in upon the Proceſs iſſued out by the 
Sherifles are my witneſles. Yea, the 
Recurnes of the Elections to the 
Clerk of the Crown, not a thing to be 
blown away with a breath, the Re- 
turnes on the behalf of the inhabi. 
rants inthe Counties, Cities , and Bo- 
roughs,Al are my witneſſes of appro- 
bation to the condition, and place 1 
ſtand in. | 

And I ſhall now make you my laſt 
witneſſes, and ask you wherher you 
came not hither by my Wrics , di. 
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rected to the.ſeverall Sheriffs ? and 
ſo ro other Officers in Cities, and 
Liberties, to which the People gave 
obedience : having allo had the AR 
of Government communicated to 
them: ro which end greate Num- 
bers of Copies were ſent down, on 
purpole to be communicated to. 
them ; And the Government allo re- 
quired, to. be. diſtin&tly read un. 
to the People at the place of . E- 
lections, to avoid ſurprizes; where 
alſo they ſigned the Indenture , 
with proviſo, That the perſons 
ſo choſen ſhall not have power to 
alter the Government, as it is now 
ſettled , in one ſingle Perſon and a 
Parliament. 

And thus I have made good 
my ſecond Aflertion , That I bear 
not witneſle ro my ſelfe ; but the 
g00d people of England, and you 
all are my witneſles. 

Yea, ſurely, And this being (o, 

| though 
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though I told you in my laſt ſpeech, 


that you were a free Parliament ; 
yet I thought it was underſtood, 
that I was the Protetor, and the 
Authority that called you , and 
that I was in poſleſsjon of the Go- 
vernment by a. good. Right from 
_ Godand men. And [believe, itthe 


learnedſt men in this Nation were 


called to ſhew a Preſident ſoclear, 
ſo 'many wayes approving of a Go- 


vernment;they would not in all their 


ſearch finde ir. 
| TI did not in. my other ſpeech 
fo you take upon. me to juſtifie 
the Government in every parti- 
cular, and I told you. the reaſon 
of it, which was plain. It was pu- 
blick; and had been long publiſhed, 
and it might be under the moſt ſe- 
rious inſpection ot all that pleaſed 
to pernle it. ie 

By what I have ſaid , I have 
approved my ſelf ro God , and 


_ 
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my conſcience , in my actions ; 
and in this undertaking. And 
I have given cauſe of approving 
my felfe to every one of your 
conſciences in the fight of 
God. 
If it be lo , = ſhould we 
ſport with it ? with a bulineſſe 
x $8 ſerious ? May not this 
Character, this m_ bear equall 
Poyze with any hereditary In- 
tereſt , which may have, and 
hath had , in the common; Law 
matters of - Diſpute , and Try- 
all of learning ? wherein ma- 
ny have exerciſed more Wit, and 
ſpilr more blood . then I hope 
ever to live to ſee, or hear of in 
this Nation. | 
[ ſay, I do not know why I may 
not balance this providence, as in 
the ſight of God, with any heredi-. 
tary Intereſt, as being lefle ſubjet 
ro thoſe Crackes, and Flaws , they 


arc 
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are'' commonly incident unto; 
Which Titles have coſt more: blood, 
in former times, in this Nation, 
then wee! have leiſure to ſpeake. of 
now. BY TRt 
Now it this be thus, and: I am 
deriving a Title from God and 
men, upon ſuch Accounts as: 
theſe are : Alrchough. ſome men 
be froward , yet that your Judg- 
ments , that are Perlons:. legc 
from all parts - of the : Na- 
tion'- under the | Notion of . ac- 
ceptance of the * Government , 
for ' you ro- diſowne ,, or: © not 
ro- owne it; for you. to. a@& 
Parliamentary - , Authoricy .,_ . eſpe- 
cially in the - diſowning . of it; 
contrary to the: very fundamen- 
call king . yea, , aoainlſt -the 
bery root it felfe'- of this Eſta- 
bliſhment , to- fit and not owne 
the ' Authority by which .you 
fic, is that that 1 believe aſto. 

niſheth: 
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niſheth more men - then --4 
ſelfe; and doth as dangerouſly diſ- 
appoint, and diſcompole the 


Nation, as any thing could have 
beene invented by the greateſt 
Enemie to our peace M. wel- 
fare ; *or could well have happette 
ed. 

Ic is true, there are ſome 
things in the Eſtabliſhment , that 
are Dre and ſome things 
are not ſo, but are Circumſtan- 
tial, Of ſuch, no queſtion but 1 
{hall eaſtly agree to vary , or 
leave out, as 1 ſhall be con. 
vinced by reaſon. Some things 
are Fundamentals ,. about which 
I ſhall deale plainly with you . 

not be parted with. 


they ma . 
but will (I truſt) be delivered 


-over to Poſterity, as being the 


fruits of our Blood and Tra- 


vel. 


The 
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The Government by a {ingle Perſon and 
a Parliament, is a: Fundamenall ; Ir is the 
Eſſe. lt is Conſtitutive, And for the Per- 
ſon, though 1 may ſcem to! plead for my 
ſelf, yerl doe not, nonor can any reaſonable 
man ſay it, But if the things throughout 
this Specch be true, 1 plead for this Nari- 
.on,. and all honeſt men therein, who 
have borne their Teſtimony, as atore-ſaid, 
and not for my {clt. Andif thingsſhould 
doe otherwiſe, then well , which {'would 
not fear; and the Common Enemy , and 
diſcontented Perſons ;take Advantageat theſe 
Diſtra@ions, the ifſue will be pur: up before 
God, Lethimown, orlict him diſoyn it, as 
he pleaſe, 
- every Governmenttheremuſtbe ſoame- 
wihat Fundamental, ſomewhathike a Mazni 
Charts, that ſhould be ſtanding, and be un- 
altcrable- Where there is a Stipulation @n 
one Part,” iand that fully accepted, as ap- 
pears by what hath been! laid ; ſurely a 
Return ought to be: elſe what does that 
Stipulation ſignifie ? .If 1 have upon' the 

| E Tearms 
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Tearms afore-faid undertaken this great 
Truſt, and Exerciſedir, and by it called you, 
ſurely it ought tobe owned. 

'Fhar' Parliaments ſhould not make them- 
ſelves Perpetual, is a Fundamentall, Of 
what Aſurance is a Law to preyent ſo 
great an cvil, if itlicinone or the ſame Le- 
giflator to unlaw it again ? Is this like to 
be laſting 2 It will be like a Rope of 
Sand; it will give no Securlty. For the 
ſame men may unbuild , what they have 
built, 

Is not Liberty of Conſcience in Religion 
a Fundamencall. > ſo-long_ as. there. is Li- 
berty of Conſcience for the Supreme Ma- 
oiftrate , to exerciſe his Conſcience in ere- 
Ring what Form of Church-Governmenrt 
he is fatisfied, he ſhould ſet up ; why 
ſhould not he give it to others > Liberty 
of Conſcience is a Naturall Right : and he 
that would haye ic ought to givz it . ha- 


þ, 


ving Liberty to ſettle what he likes for the 

Publick. | 
indeed that hath been one of the Vani- 
ties. 


(31) 
ries of our Conteſts, Eyery Se& ſaith, 
Oh! Give me Liberty, Burgive him it, and 
to his Power he will not yeeld ic to any 
Body elſe. Where is our Ingenuity ? 
Truely that's a thing ought to be very Re» 
ciprocal, The Magiſtrace hath his Supre- 
macy, and he may ſettle Religion accord- 
ing to his Conſcience, And | may fay ir 
to you: [ can ſay it ; all the Money of 
this Nation, would not haye tempted men 
tofight , upon ſuch an Accountas they have 
engaged, if they had not had Hopes of Li- 
berty, better then they had' from Epiſco- 
pacy ; 'or then' would have been afford- 
ed them, from: a Scottiſh Presbytery, or an 
Engliſh cicher ; if it had made ſuch' ſteps, or 
been as ſharp, and Rigid, asitthreatnedwhen 
it was firſt ſer up, 

This, I fay, is a Fundamentall, It ought 
ro be fo; it'is for us, and 'the Generations 
to-come; And if there be an abſolute- 
nefle in the Impoſer , without fitting al- 
lowances,' and Fxceptions from the'Rulc, 
weſhall haye our! People driven into* Wil 
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deineſſes; as they were when thoſe poor, 
and a{fited People, that forſook their E- 
Ratcs,, and Inheritances here, where they 
lived Plentifully and Comfortably , for the 
Enjoyment of their Liberty, and were nece(- 
fitated to goe. into a. vaſt howling Wilder- 
dernefſe in New England, where they have 
for Liberty ſake firipr themaſelves of all their 
Comfort, and the full: Enjoymeert they 
had, embracing -rather lofle of Friends ; 
and want, then to be ſo eaſnared, andin 
Bondage. 

Another, which I bad forgetten, is the 
Militia, that's Judged a Fundamental! , if 
any thing be ſo, That it ſhould be well 
and equally. placed, is very neteffary, For 
put the Abſolute Power of the Mzlitia into 
One without a Check, what doth it ? Ipray 
you, what doth your Check put upon 
your Perpetuall Parliaments, if it be wholly 
ſtripr of this 2. Ir is <qually Placed , and 
Deſires were to have it (o ( viz.) in one 
Perſon, andthe Parliament, fitting the Par- 
lament, Whar ſignifies a Proviſion againſt 
perpetuating 


perpetuating of Parliaments, if this hs ſole- 
ly 1a theme? Whether without a Cheekthe 
Rabamene have. not Liberty. to. alter the 
Frame of Government, to Ariſtocrafie, to 
Democraſie, to Anarchy, to any Thing, if 
this be fully in. them 2 -Yea into: all: Confu. 
ſion, and that withqut "Remedy 2 And-if 
this one Thing be placed in Ons that Ooc, 
beit Parliament, be it wpream Governour, 
They, or He bath Rower $0gmake whit ehey 
pleaſe ofallthe reſt. +l 
' Therefore, if you would have: a planes 
at all z and tizat ſome Fundamentals muſt 
ſtand, which may be wonhy:to be:deliver- 
ed oyer to. Poſterigy ;. truely , 1 think, it is 
yot unreaſonably urged, That: rbe Milizia 
ſhould be diſpoſed, as it is laid down.jn.the 
Government; and that it, ſhould be fo e. 
qually placed, that one Perſon, neither-in 
Parliament, nor out of -Parliament;, ſhould 
have the Powerof Orderingir. 'The-Conn- 
cell are the Truſtees of. the. Camman « 
wealth, inall Interyals of Parliaments; who- 
have as Abſolute a Negative upon the Su- 
E 2 PTreain: 


pream Officer in the ſaid Intervalls, as the 
Parliament bach whilft ir is fitting, -Ir can- 
not bemade uſe of : a man cannot be raiſ- 
ed; nor'a' penny charged upon the People ; 
nothing done- without Conſent of Partia- 
ment. andinthelntervals of Parliament, with. 
out:>Conſcnt of the Council;itisnot to be ex- 
erciſed, | - Dy | 
Give me leave to ſay, That there is very 
litcle:Power, none butt'whatis Coordinate, 
in the Supream Otbcer ; and yet enough in 
him that haththe Chief Government, in that 
particular ,; he is bound'in firianefle by the 
Parliament, cout 'of Parliament by the Coun- 
ccll, that doe as abſolutely- binde him, 
as the Parliament, when the*Parliament is 

Gris" Oo 1 + 
| — For that of Money ; I told you ſome 
things are Circumſtanrials,To havetwo hun- 
dred thouſand pounds, to Defray Civil Of- 
ficers, to pay-the Judges, and other' Offi- 
cers, defraying the Charges of the Councell, 
m ſending their Embaſlies, in keeping 1n- 
telligence, and doing that that's neceſſary , 
and 
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and for ſupportingthe Governour in Chitf: 
All this-is by the Inſtrument-ſuppoſed' and 
intended ; But it is not of the Eſſe ſo muſth, 
and ſolimited, as ſo maySouldiers, 30000, 
twenty thouſand Foot, and- ten thouſand 
Horſe. If the Spirits of men'be compoſed 
hve thouſand 'Horſe, and -ten” thouſand 
Foot, may ſerve. Theſe things are be- 
tween the Chief: Officer, and the Par- 
liament, to be moderated,:as occaſion ſhall 
offer. 1 | VO. 3169342 907 216 
So there are many other Circumſtantiall 
things, which are-not like the Lawes' of 
the' Medes and Perfians': Butthethingswhich 
ſhall be neceſlary to 'deliver over to Poſte- 
Tity, theſe ſhould be unalterable, elſe every 
ſucceeding Parliament, will bedifpuring? ro 
Chango, and alrer the Government; and 
we ſhall be as often brought into- Confufi- 
on, as we have Parliaments, and ſo make 
our-Remiedy our Diſeaſe.” The Lords pro- 
videnee, -appearing Evils, appearing Good, 
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ne-of chings; "forthe beſt [n+ 


rereſt 


= 
tereſt of, the, People. And thoſe things ate 
the Matter of Conſideration berween you and 
me... 
| 


have.iadeed-almoſt tired my ſelf. Thar 
that | have further to ſay, is this, 1 would 
it had- Not been needfull for me tro have 
called; you hither co. have expoſtulated 
theſe things with'you, and in ſuch a man- 
ner as thiy is : But Neceſlity! hath no Law. 
Feigned. Necefliics, imaginary Necdllities 
are the greateſt Couſenage that men, 4a 
put-- upon; the Providence: of . God, \ and 
make pretenoes to: break knowa Rulcs by. 
Bac 4ac-1548 Legall; and as Caunall, and as 
Seupid.,: to-thiak that there rare no Necel- 
fities, that are tnaniteſt Neceflities 3 Becauſe 
Necefluies imay be.abuſcd or. feigued. And 
rucly 1-thould: be ſo, it 1 ſhould thinke 
fo ,- and ;1 hope none 'of you thinke 
{o, {i Gi | 

o14 ay, That the wilfull throwings away 
of this Government, ſuch as it is, ſo own. 
cd 'by God, {o approved by men, {o reſti- 
ed toy in the Fundamenzals of it,. as js bo- 


fore- 


fore meotiencd, and tha 13;-Relajion to 
the Good of theſe Nations, -and. Poſterity; 
I can ſooner be willing to be Rolled in- 
to my Grave, and Buried with Infamy, then] 
cangive my Canſent unto, 

You have been called hither together to 
fave a Nation;-—-- Nations, You Shad the 
bot People indeed inthe Chriftian World in 

our Truſt, when youcame hither, You bad 
Afaires, and theſe Nations dehvered over 
toyou inPeace and Quictneſſc : You were, 
and we all were put into an uninterrupted 
Poſigſion, no: body making Title to us. 
'Throughthe Meſſing af God our Enemies 
were hopeleſle and ſcattered. We hadPcace 
ar" Peace almoſt with all Neighbours 
round about : fit to take Advantages where 
God did adminiſter them. - _- 

To haycour Peaceand Intereſt, that had 
thoſe bopes the other day, thus Ghakanand 
ondes 5 a:Confulion.; aud. wee rende- 
red. hereby/ (almoſt) the Scomm: and: Con- 
texapt of thoſt-Strangers:that are amongſt 


us 3 to: Negotine: tir daſs Allies 
F O 
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To give them Opportunity to ſee our 


Nakednefle, as they doc, a People -thar 
baye been unhinged- this Twelve Yeares 
day, and unhioged- ſtill ; as if *Scatrer- 
ing , Diviſion, and Confuſion ſhould come 
upon us (as if ix were deſired) which 
arc ' the greateſt 'Plagues - God ' ordiharily 


layes upon Nations for '{inne ; 1 would- 


be loath to ſay , they. are Matters of our 
Delight : Bur if not, Why not the Matter 


of our Care, ſo wiſely as we ought by: 


uttermoſt Endeayours to avoid > Nay, 


when by ſuch AQiions, as theſe are, theſe: 
poor Nations ſhall be 'thrown into heapes 


of Confuſion, through Bloud, and Ruine, 
and Trouble, upon the ſaddeſt Account that 
ever was, if breaking ſhould come: upon 
us, and all becauſe we would nor-iſertle 
when we might ; when God put ir into 


our Hands :; Your Afﬀairs now almoſt 


fettled every where: Andto have all-Recoyl 
upon' us, and we onr ſelyes ſhaken in our 
AﬀeRions, -looſened:/from alll| Knowne-and 
publick. Intereſts, as '| have mentioned to 


you; 


_— 
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you : Who ſhall anſwer for theſe things 
to God? Who can anſwer for theſe things 
to God, or to Men ? To the People that 
ſent you hither 2' Who lookt for refreſh- 
ment from you ; who lookt for nothing 
but Peace, and Quietncfle, and Reſt, and 
Settlement, And when: we ſhall come to 
give-an Accotnpt to them; welhall be able 
to ſay ; Oh /we have quatrelled for, and 
we conteſted for the Liberty of England, 
Wherein forſooth far the Liberty of the Peo+ 
ple ? 1 appeale tothe Lord, that the De- 
ſires and Endeayours, and the things them- 
ſelves. will ſpeak. for themſelves 3 That the 
Liberty of England-;3 The Liberty of- the 
People ; The avoiding of Tyranous [mpo- 
ſicions,cither upen Men as Men, or Chriſtians 
asChriſtians,ismade ſoſafebythis/A&tofSet- 
tlement,tharit will ſpeak ſufficiently for it ſelf, 
And when it (ball appear what hath 
been ſaid , and done -3:.'and what our 
TranſaQions have bceh : For: God: can 
diſcover, and no. Priviledge will hinder 
the Lord from diſcovering, no Pciviledge 
F 2 or 
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or: Condiion' of men'ican hide 'from :the 
Lord : He can, and will make' all manifeſt, 
it he fee it for his Gloty. "And vyhen 
theſe ſhall by: the (Providence: of God be 
matiifeſted, and the People: ſhall come and 
ſay, Gentlemen, What Condition are'we 
in #::We .hoped- for: Light, and- bebuld 
Darkntſſe obſcure/Darknelſe}:We hopedtor 
Reſt, after ten Years Civil Wars; We' are 
plunged into. deep Confufion again, 1, we 
know :rhefe Conſequences will comewponus, 
if GodAlmighty ſhallnortiade out fome way 
toprevent them, hc9% 

1:had this thought within myſelf, 'That 
it had not beeh Diſhoneſt, nor Diſhonou- 
rable, nor againſt true Liberty, no not of 
Parliaments ; when a Parliament was ſo 
Choſen, in Purſuance of ,'in Conformity 
to, :; and with ſuch an Approbation”, 
and Conſent to 'the Government, ſo that 
be-that runnes-might 'reade'by what ' Au- 
thority you came hither '5 That an» own- 
ing of your Call, and of the Authority 
bripging you hither, might have been 


Tequi- 
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required before your Entrance into th 


Houſe, 


But this was declined, and hath nor 
been done, becauſe I am per{waded ſcarce 
any man could reaſonably doubt you came 
with contrary Mindes. And I have rea- 
ſor to belecye, rhe People that fent You, 
leaſt -doubred thereof art all. And there- 
fore [ mult deal plainly with You, _ What 
I forbare upon a juſt Confidence at firſt, 
You neceſlitate me unto now.----That ſec- 
ing the Authority calling You: is fo little 
valued,and ſo much ſleighted, Tillfomeſuch 
Aſſurance be given, and made known; That 
the - Fundamenrtall Intereſt of the Govern- 
ment, be Settled, and Approved, accord- 
ing to the Proviſoe containedinthe Return; 
and ſuch a Conſent teſtified, as will make ir 
appear, that theſame isaccepred, | have cau- 
{cd a top to be put to your Entrance into the 
Parliament-Houſe, 

I am forty, 1 am forry, and I could be 
ſorry tothe Dearth, that there is Cauſe for 
this, Bur there is Canſe, And if things 

F 3 | be 
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.be nar Satisfied, that are reaſonably De- - 


manded.. I for my part ſhall do that that 
.becomes me, ſeeking my Councell from 
God. 
_ , There is therefore ſomewhat to be offer- 
cd-to you, that | hope will ( being under- 
ſtood with the Qualifications that [ have 
told you of : Reforming Circumſtantials, 
and Agcecing in the Subſtance and Funda- 
mentals (which is, the Government Setled, 
as it is expreſſed in the [ndenture) notto be 
alccred, The making of your mindes known 
in, that, by giving your Aſleat and Subſcri- 
ption to it; is that, that will) let youin, to 
AG thoſe things as a Parliament, which ate 
forthe goodof the People, And this thing 
ſhewed toyou,and Signed,as afore-ſaid, doth 
Determine the Controvetlie , and may give 
a happy Progreſle, and [luc to this Parlia- 
ment, 

The Place where you may come thus, and 
Sign, as many as God hall make free there- 
unto, is in the Lobby without the Parliament 


door. 
The 
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The Government doth declare, that you 
have a Legiſlative Power without a Negative 
fromme. Asthe Government doth expreſs, 
you may make any Laws; andif1givenotmy 


Conſent withintwenty dayes, to the Paſſing 


your Lawes, they arc ip/o fatto Laws, whether 
1 conſent, or no, if not contrary to the Go- 
vexnment, You have an Abſolute Legifla- 
tive Power in all things that can poſſibly con- 
cernthe Good, andlintereſt of the Publike, 


 And[think you may make theſe Nations hap- 


py by this Setlement : And I for my part ſhall 
be willing to be bound morethen | am, in any 
thing thatl me be convinced of, may be for / 
the Good of the People; In Preſervation of 

the Cauſe and Intereſt ſo long contended for. 
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